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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/2/2005 has been entered. Claims 2-6 and 8-12 have been cancelled. Claims 1 and 7 
are pending for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,794,207) in view of Walker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
862,223) and further in view of Knee et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,589,892). 
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In respect to claim 1, Walker [201] discloses an information processing apparatus 
connected to a plurality of information terminals by way of a network, comprising: 

storing means for storing user information; wherein said user information 
includes a user ID, a password and an electronic mail address; authenticating means 
for authenticating a user based on said user information stored in said storing means 
(e.g. col. 8, lines 64-col. 9, line 5, storing means - buyer database , authentication 
means - authenticates the buyer's identification, user information - name, electronic 
mail address etc, col. 13, lines 2-3) ; 

recording means for recording a request information transmitted by a first user 
authenticated by said authenticating means; wherein said first user is a customer and 
said request information is a request for an offer to sell goods matching the request to 
said customer (e.g. col. Col. 8, line 42-col. 9, line 16, recording means - buyer create 
conditional purchase offer, a description of the goods he wishes to obtain); 

supplying means for supplying a service list of said request information recorded 
by said recording means to a second user authenticated by said authenticating means 
in response to a demand entered from said second user (e.g. col. 9, lines 10-16, 
supplying means for supplying a service list - a seller could log onto a website... see a 
listing of CPO subject categories); 

said recording means recording service information transmitted by said second 
user in response to the request information in said service list; wherein said second 
user is a shop and said service information is said offer (e.g. col. 9, lines 17-30 and 
lines 45-50, recording means recording service information transmitted by the second 
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user - If, after viewing... the seller communicates his intent, col. 9, lines 17-18; 
seller... issuing a binding counteroffer ...col. 9, lines 45-47, counteroffer database, seller 
response database, col. 12, lines 59-60, col. 13, lines 10-39); Walker ['207] discloses 
tracking seller's response database (service information) with seller's information 
(Walker ['207], col. 13, lines 35-39) but does not explicitly discloses said seller's 
information is address information on the network for obtaining directly from said second 
user a desired information among said service information. However, Official Notice 
providing buyer address on the network about the seller is old and well known. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to provide seller' address on the network to the buyer with Walker ['207]'s seller 
responding to buyer's offer for the benefit of enabling buyer to make his/her decision of 
choosing the seller based information the seller offer rather than the server making the 
decision for the buyer. 

Walker [207] does not explicitly discloses but Walker [ ( 223] discloses searching 
means for searching for service information corresponding to said request information 
and said user information of said second user recorded by said recording means, in 
response to a demand for a request list from said first user; transferring means for 
transferring said request list to said first user, wherein said transferring means transfers 
said service information corresponding to said request information as a search result to 
said first user (e.g. Walker [223], col. 7, lines 30-35, line 67-col. 8, line 1). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement the searching means of Walker's ['223] to enable the buyer to search for the 
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service information rather than having the buyer notified by the server taught by Walker 
['207] for the benefit of providing the buyer, if he or she chooses, to visit the website to 
check for the response of the offer. 

Walker ['207] does not explicitly disclose wherein said request list includes a 
mark which expresses the existence of service information. However, Knee discloses 
user receives listings with an asterick or "star" icon indicating that a product or service 
associated with each of the listing is available and may be ordered remotely by the user 
(Knee, col. 36, lines 67-col. 37, line 9). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Walker's teaching of 
transferring service listings to user with Knee's teaching of providing a mark as an 
indicator of service available. 

Furthermore, Walker ['207] does not explicitly disclose using electronic mail to 
transmit service information to the buyer. However, Official Notice is taken that using 
an electronic mail to transmit information to user is old and well known. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the invention was made to 
incorporate the electronic mail notification to buyer rather than having buyer keep login 
into the website to check on seller's offer. 

In respect to claim 7, the claimed limitation is a method claim that is substantially 
similar to apparatus claim 1. Therefore, claim 7 is rejected based on the similar 
rationale. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tongoc Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3843. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on (571 ) 272-3838. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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